reach agreement on reparations without any particular dif-
ficulty.
The question of the former Italian colonies received much
attention both at the London and the Paris meetings of the
Ministers. We did not insist on the Soviet Union, alone, or
at least jointly with Italy, (being given the trusteeship over
Tripolitania for several years, although this would have been
of great importance to Soviet merchant shipping on the Med-
iterranean sea lanes* and would have fully ensured the es-
tablishment of Tripolitania's national independence within
a short time. The Soviet Union, as well as France, consid-
ered it desirable that the former Italian colonies should be
placed under the trusteeship of Italy herself, which, 'having
now become a democratic state, could under the guidance of
the United Nations organization, accomplish the task of pre-
paring these countries for national independence. This pro-
posal at first met with the support of the American delega-
tion also, which, however, soon after abandoned this posi-
tion, citing the objections of the British delegation. In view
of this, the question of the future of the Italian colonies re-
mained unsettled, and the concessions made by the Soviet
Union or* this question did not meet with due appreciation
or fair recognition. "
In the question of the former Italian colonies it was very
obvious that the American a-nd British delegations usually
acted by previous private agreement, although this ran coun-
ter to the lawful interests of other countries. At the Paris
meeting a British draft was submitted according to- which
nearly all the Italian colonies were virtually to come under
Britain's control. It was proposed to proclaim the "independ-
ence of Libya," including Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, but
without the British troops being withdrawn from this terri-
tory. It was also proposed to form a "Greater Somaliland,"
by incorporating into it Italian Sotnaliland and two territo-
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